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Óbuda University
Budapest, Hungary

David Vogel
Óbuda University
Budapest, Hungary

Moses B. Khanyile
Stellenbosch University
Saldanha, South Africa

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-56673-8


v

Africa, as a continent, has been associated with conflicts and terrorism for 
many years. Efforts to understand the various aspects of such conflicts and 
terrorism, including their root causes, personalities, motivations, dynam-
ics, and even external role-players, have been (and continue to be) the 
primary focus of many academic studies by prominent scholars across the 
globe. However, with the nature of security threats changing and the asso-
ciated mechanisms to address such threats becoming even more complex, 
it became necessary to revisit the prevailing paradigms linked to various 
forms of violent conflicts in Africa.

This edited volume seeks to shed light on the new shades of terrorism, 
counter-terrorism and insurgency in Africa. Their definitional nuances, 
practical application and implications are analysed through various the-
matic lenses as they unfold in the different parts of Africa. Given the com-
plex nature of terrorism and the associated mechanisms to counter it, this 
volume seeks to contribute towards a better understanding of these con-
cepts and phenomena without claiming to be comprehensive. One of the 
critical features of this volume is the simplicity of the analysis, which is 
characterised by non-technical language and the use of relevant examples. 
In this regard, it is user-friendly for the general public, scholars and 
policy-makers.

Budapest, Hungary� János Besenyo ̋
Saldanha, South Africa � Moses B. Khanyile
Budapest, Hungary � David Vogel
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CHAPTER 3

Ambazonia, Yet Another (Security) Challenge 
for Yaoundé

David Vogel

Prelude to the Conflict: A Brief 
Historical Background

Christianly speaking, everyone will recognize that God has created a single 
Cameroon, that is the starting point. (Ruben Um Nyobè) (Ngoh, 1979, p. 96)

The area in question, situated in the Gulf of Guinea has a rich history. 
Throughout the centuries since the first Europeans, the Portuguese 
arrived at the coast in the fifteenth century—naming the place Rio dos 
Camarões (Shrimp River) thus the name Cameroon today—the rulers 
have changed several times. In 1884, Cameroon became a German col-
ony. German-run Kamerun lasted only a bit more than three decades, 
when in the third year of World War One, on 20 February 1916, Germany 
lost its last stronghold Mora to the Allied Powers (Britannica, n.d.). The 
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colony of Kamerun was then taken away from its European coloniser by 
the Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 1919 and split the colony between 
France and the United Kingdom as a mandate territory, the system of 
which was established under Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, also entering into force on 28 June 1919. As a Class B man-
date—one that requires a stronger control over the former colony stating 
that “the Mandatory must be responsible for the administration of the 
territory under conditions which will guarantee freedom of conscience 
and religion”—Kamerun was eventually divided on 20 July 1922 to British 
Cameroons and French Cameroun. This system was in force until the 
United Nations replaced the League of Nations, and the two entities were 
transformed into United Nations Trust Territories (United Nations, n.d.-
f) on 13 December 1946 (Taylor Academy, n.d.).

Despite the fact that previously even the ruling class of Cameroon has 
requested the presence of the British—like in the letter to Queen Victoria 
in 1879 signed by King Acqua (Akwa), Prince Dido Acqua, Prince Black, 
Prince Joe Garner and Prince Lawton (Ardener, 1968, pp. 19–20)—the 
relationship between British Cameroons and the United Kingdom was not 
one without any hardship.

First of all, British Cameroons was put under the administrative aegis of 
neighbouring Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria also governed by the 
United Kingdom, which in practice also meant that until 1952, the terri-
tory was not given any (political or economic) importance and was not 
progressing compared to the French Cameroun part. Trade links with the 
United Kingdom were very weak: in 1931, for example, Germany received 
17 times the worth of products from British Cameroons than the United 
Kingdom; in 1937, the British Cameroons imported 47.57 percent of the 
goods from the former colonial power Germany and only 11.9 percent 
from Britain (Welch, 1966, p. 155). Although this all ended after World 
War Two when in 1946, the Cameroons Development Corporation, cre-
ated by the British Government took over most of the former German 
plantations and by 1958, 75 percent of the goods exported by British 
Cameroons went to the United Kingdom.

British Cameroons lacked development, too. Infrastructure (roads, rail-
ways and air transport) were still as they used to be under the Germans. 
Healthcare, social and educational services were also abandoned, in 1961 
there were no secondary schools run by the government in British 
Cameroons.

  D. VOGEL
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Politically speaking, the policy of “indirect rule” was adopted by Britain, 
giving much room for the local “fons” and chiefs to rule in their area. In 
1954, British Southern Cameroons was vested with a limited degree of 
self-government—“quasi-federal”—status within the Nigerian federation; 
four years later, Southern Cameroons was given local autonomy and a 
ministerial government (Ngoh, 1979, pp. 80–81).

All things considered, despite the few efforts from the British, they 
were accused of neglecting their territory politically, economically and 
socially. The population of British Cameroons felt to be the “colony of a 
colony”, and many of them accused the Nigerians—more particularly the 
Ibos—for their political, social and economic problems. All these issues 
together paved the way for the future of this land as independence started 
to become an increasingly pressing issue in the second half of the 1950s. 
This was especially true when French Cameroun started to have the legal 
background for gaining independence, speeding up from 1957 with the 
first prime minister through full self-government in 1959 till becoming 
the fully independent Republic of Cameroun on 1 January 1960 (DeLancey 
et al., 2010, p. 32).

On 11–12 February 1961, a referendum was held in British Cameroons 
to ask the local population whether they want to join Nigeria—a British 
mandate territory also about to gain independence—or to join the already 
independent Republic of Cameroun. There was no option for either 
region to become independent since the British did not see it as a political 
or economically feasible alternative.

The event was based on United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 1352:

	1.	 Decides that the arrangements for the plebiscite referred to in General 
Assembly resolution 1350 (XIII) shall begin on 30 September 1960, and 
that the plebiscite shall be concluded not later than March 1961;

	2.	 Recommends that the two questions to be put at the plebiscite should be:
“(a) Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the independent 
Federation of Nigeria?”
“ (b) Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the independent 
Republic of the Cameroons?” (United Nations, n.d.-c)

The Muslim majority of British Northern Cameroon voted 60 to 40 in 
favour of joining Nigeria to become Sardauna Province of Northern 
Nigeria, while the mostly Christian Southern Cameroon voted 70 to 30 
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favouring integration to the Republic of Cameroun  (African Election 
Database, 1961). Based on the results, Northern Cameroon became part 
of Nigeria on 1 June 1961, while Southern Cameroon joined the Republic 
of Cameroon on 1 October, the same year. The former French Cameroon 
was renamed East Cameroon, and the former British Cameroon was 
renamed West Cameroon.

The day of unification marks the birth of the Federal Republic of 
Cameroon where according to the Constitution of 1961, the former 
French and the former British territories became equal parts of the federa-
tion, with each state with its own prime minister and legislature (bit of a 
difference that in the Anglophone part it was a bicameral legislature with 
the Southern Cameroons House of Chiefs included). This “honeymoon 
phase” reached its end by the end of the decade when in 1969, the consti-
tution started to be changed to “prolong the life of the federal assembly” 
and most importantly, the following year, a modification banned the vice-
president to hold any other government office, putting an end to the sys-
tem where the prime minister of West Cameroon served as the 
vice-president as well (DeLancey et al., 2010, p. 84).

The timeline of the changes in the constitutions and of the constitu-
tions shows clearly how the once equal status of the Anglophone part 
slowly started to erode. After the first president of Cameroon, Ahmadou 
Ahidjo started to concentrate power in East Cameroun, he turned to West 
Cameroun and looked for means to decrease their autonomy, expend fed-
eral authority and made efforts to assimilate the Anglophones (e.g. the 
introduction of bilingual schools). Blaming the weak economic status of 
the country besides other things like the poor implementation of public 
policies and the country’s general underdevelopment, Ahidjo proposed a 
fundamental change to the constitution and to the federal structure of the 
country: a unitary state, giving more power to the president. This new 
approach of assimilation and marginalisation against the Anglophones was 
the reason for John Ngu Foncha, the prime minister of West Cameroun, 
also serving as the vice-president to express his discontent to the president 
that eventually cost his job as vice-president in 1970.

After the president’s very long and thorough campaign for the approval 
of the draft constitution, a referendum was held on 20 May 1972, where 
voters needed to answer the following question: “Do you approve, with a 
view to consolidating national unity and accelerating the economic, social 
and cultural development of the Nation, the draft Constitution submitted to 
the People of Cameroon by the President of the Federal Republic of Cameroon 
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